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that they, as well as he, were bound by an oath of
secrecy: which refusal to obey the orders of the Court
of Directors (orders specially, and on weighty grounds
of experience, pointed to cases of this very nature)
gave rise to much jealousy, and excited great suspi-
cions relative to the motives and grounds on which
the Rohilla war had been undertaken.

That the said Warren Hastings, in the grounds al-
leged in his justification of his refusal to communicate
to his colleagues in the Superior Council his corre-
spondence with Mr. Middleton, the Company's Resi-
dent at Oude, was guilty of a new offence, arrogating
to himself unprecedented and dangerous powers, on
principles utterly subversive of all order and discipline
in service, and introductory to corrupt confederacies
and disobedience among the Company's servants; the
said "Warren Hastings insisting that Mr. Middleton,
the Company's covenanted servant, the public Resi-
dent for transacting the Company's affairs at the
court of the Subah of Oude, and as such receiving
from the Company a salary for his service, was no
other than the official agent of him, the said Warren
Hastings, and that, being such, he was not obliged to
communicate his correspondence.

That the Court of Directors, and afterwards a
General Court of the Proprietors of the East India
Company, (although the latter showed favorable dis-
positions towards the said Warren Hastings, and ex-
pressed, but without assigning any ground or reason,
the highest opinion of his services and integrity,) did
unanimously condemn, along with his conduct rela
tive to the Rohilla treaty and war, his refusal to com-
municate his whole correspondence with Mr. Middle-
ton to the Superior Council: yet the said Warren